
Overview 
 
The Prison Radio Association is an award-winning, prison-based charity that runs National Prison Radio, 
the world’s first national radio station for prisoners. 
 
It specialises in creating media that transforms lives and reduces crime. National Prison Radio is broadcast 
across England and Wales via in-cell television. It has revolutionised the way we communicate in prisons. 
 
National Prison Radio reaches almost 82,000 prisoners in 110 prisons, 24 hours a day, 7 days per week. 
High-quality, informative and entertaining programmes are presented and co-produced by people living in 
prison, working alongside a small and dedicated team of radio professionals. 

 
99% of prisoners know about National Prison Radio 
82% of prisoners listen to National Prison Radio, for an average of 11.2 hours each week 
46% of prisoners tune in to National Prison Radio every single day 
7,786 letters were sent by prisoners to National Prison Radio in the last 12 months 

 
National Prison Radio carries programmes that help develop a mutually supportive community within 
prison, promoting changes in attitudes and behaviour, encouraging positive interactions and inspiring 
positive action by men and women during their time in prison.  
 
Programmes often address issues that resonate with specific groups within the prisons, raising awareness 
and understanding on an individual level, and tolerance and support amongst the wider prison 
community. Over its lifetime, National Prison Radio has provided many thousands of prisoners with the 
information and motivation to make changes, increasing their chance of living crime-free lives after 
release.  
 
We have also significantly influenced practice in prisons by revolutionising communication with prisoners. 
National Prison Radio is now the main medium through which the prison authorities and voluntary 
organisations reach the mass prisoner audience.    
 
In addition to National Prison Radio, the Prison Radio Association produces podcasts, radio programmes 
and films for non-prison audiences, through our PRA Productions arm. We have won a range of awards 
for our BBC-commissioned programmes and our podcasts, including 10 Sony Radio Academy Awards, and 
most recently, two 2019 British Podcast Awards.  
 
Our collaborations include partnerships with Public Health England – 24-part sexual health podcast, ‘Sex 
Talk’ – and the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government – podcast series focussed on 
the Gypsy/Roma/Traveller community, ‘On The Road’. 
 
We have a proven track record of giving a voice to marginalised groups in order to affect wider change in 
the criminal justice system and in society as a whole. 
 


